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Agenda

• History of the Willamette 
Mercury TMDL

• Development of the McMinnville 
Implementation Plan 

• Approval and Adoption
• Six Control Measures
• Current Requirements
• Potential Future Requirements
• Potential Future Regulations



History of the Willamette 
Mercury TMDL

1998 – 
Oregon DEQ 
identifies 
Willamette 
Basin as 
Impaired due 
to elevated 
levels of 
Mercury in 
fish

2006 – 
Mercury 
TMDL 
developed as 
an interim 
solution

2019 – EPA 
Rejects DEQ's 
revised 
Mercury 
TMDL, calling 
for stricter 
guidelines

2021- EPA 
finalizes 
DEQ's revised 
Mercury 
TMDL and 
includes 
Yamhill Valley

2021- City is 
notified of 
Designated  
Management 
Agency status



Development of the 
Implementation Plan 

• June – August 2021
• Consultant selected to assist 

the City

• October 2021-August 2022
• Several meetings held to 

establish existing conditions 
and outline implementation 
steps

• Plan presented at City Council 
Work Session on August 9th

• Final Draft of TMDL submitted 
for DEQ Approval on August 19

• November 2022
• DEQ approved the City of 

McMinnville TMDL 
Implementation plan

RFP for 
Development of 

the TMDL 
Implementation 

Plan

DEQ Approval of 
the City of 

McMinnville's 
Implementation 

Plan



Council Adoption

• Plan is not currently adopted by 
the Council

• Approved plan is an enforceable 
order from DEQ

• City is subject to enforceable 
violations

• Staff will bring the plan to 
Council for adoption on 
November 12, 2024 



Six Control Measures
1. Public Education

• Student outreach, FAQ's, 
website updates

2. Public Involvement
• Volunteer projects & outreach 

events
3. Illicit Discharge & Detection

• Responding to contaminant 
spills

4. Construction Site Runoff
• Minimizing runoff from 

construction sites
5. Post-Construction Runoff Control

• Ensuring long-term erosion 
control & maintenance

6. Good Housekeeping
• Ensuring that City Operations 

follow the same policies & 
procedures



Implementation Target Dates

2023
Develop Resource Portfolio for outreach

2024

Mark Catch Basins using volunteer groups

2025
Develop an Ordinance to prohibit non-
stormwater discharges into the stormwater 
system

2026
Develop Erosion Control ordinance, and
develop or revise design standards for Post 
Construction regulations

2027
Submit 5-year evaluation for Review by DEQ



Current Requirements:
Staff Maintenance

• Conduct Street Sweeping

• Catch Basin cleaning

• Conduct shop inspections of 
Operations facilities

• Annual Outfall Inspections



Current Requirements:
Outreach

• Provide Educational Materials 
to the Development Community

• Maintain a website with 
updates

• Provide annual educational 
opportunities to students

• Two Stream Restoration 
Projects

• Support Yamhill Soil & Water 
Conservation District and other 
"friends" groups

• Mark catch basin grates using 
Volunteer Groups

Public Works & 
YSWCD staff 

met with 
students 

from Linfield's 
ENVSC senior 

class to discuss 
water quality



Current Requirements:
Staff Training & Reports

• Staff Training
• Annual Internal PW Training
• External CESCL Training

• Notify DEQ for projects 
requiring 1200-C

• Annual Report submitted to DEQ



Potential Future TMDL 
Requirements:

Likely increased Standards for each of 
the six control measures

Potential Examples:

• Mark 50 Catch Basins every year
• Add watershed education 

signage at wetland/detention 
ponds

• Conduct regular maintenance 
inspections private stormwater 
facilities

• Treat stormwater to meet 
specific water quality standards

• Develop a stream water quality 
monitoring program

• Incorporating TMDL into master 
planning efforts and capital 
projects



Potential Additional 
Future Regulations:

Temperature TMDL
• DEQ's draft amendment to the 

temperature TMDL names the 
City as a Designated 
Management Agency (no 
implementation plan required at 
this time)

Pesticide/Fertilizer Reduction 
Programs
• YSWCD has coordinated with 

City Parks on an Integrated Pest 
Management program, potential 
future regulation of Cozine 
Creek

MS4 Permit
• MS4 Permit expected within the 

next 5-10 years



Questions?
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Thank you
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