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Statement of historical significance and description of property: 
 

B870 
 

This is a very neat two-story yellow with white trim, L-shaped rural vernacular house.  It 

has many embellishments.  The foundation is not visible, painted shingles continue right 

to the ground level.  Lattice work covers under the porch.  There is a bevel wood water 

table.  Windows are one over one double hung with entablature head moulding and small 

decorative brackets at the bottom.  The living room window is extended from the side of 

the house with three leaded glass panels and a small bell cast hood.  The porch has 

spindled “gingerbread” ornament.  Possibly additions; separate garage and living area in 

the northeast corner of the house.  There is an enormous old oak tree on the northeast 

corner of the property. 

 

John Wortman, born to Jacob and Eliza Stumbo Wortman in Iowa in 1851, came to 

McMinnville in 1883 and helped his father establish the First National Bank in 

McMinnville.  He left McMinnville in 1889 and went to Portland where he was 

associated first with Olds, Wortman, and King, and later with Corbett and McCleary.  He 

returned to McMinnville in 1899 and became president of the bank in 1902.  This is the 

home he and his first wife, Ruth Ellen Washburn built around 1885 before his move to 

Portland.  Addison and Effie Braly lived here from about 1900 until 1940.  Braly was 

associated with the McMinnville National Bank. 
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