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Statement of historical significance and description of property: 
 

B553 – Tree fell down/removed 2008 
 

Samuel and Mahala Cozine’s original log cabin stood on the site of Pioneer Hall, just 

southeast of this tree.  “Mr. Cozine, …known throughout the county as “Uncle Sam”, put 

up his blacksmith shop near the tree on the college campus which is now name for one of 

the sororities, the “Edelweiss Oak”.  There, ashes and cinders and an occasional scrap of 

iron from his forge can still be found.”  (Mahala Cozine Obituary, Telephone Register, 

April 24, 1908) 

 

The Cozine’s donated the land that Linfield College now occupies.  It was the eastern 

portion of their Donation Land Claim. 

 

*Photo caption in Kenneth Holmes’ Linfield Hundred Years reads:  “’The Old Oak gives 

us courage.’  Older than Columbus, this massive tree stands as a symbol for countless 

generations of Linfield students.”  (photo facing p. 167) 
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